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2. The next thing to be recommended to an ap-
prentice, in the latter part of his time, is to choose
to cultivate an acquaintance, as his opportunities
will give him leave, with young people of his own
standing, who serve those who are his master's
chapman and customers, and who have the prospect
of beginning the world much about his own time ;
and even with such of his master's chapmen them-
selves, as, by dealing with several tradesmen of the
same business, may, upon an opinion of his good
behaviour in his apprenticeship, and knowledge in
his business, dispense to him some part of their
business.

What I mean by this is, not that the young man
should confine himself absolutely to such as are of
like standing with himself, and not seek, as occasion
offers, to make himself friends among his master's
customers, in a fair, and not undermining manner ;
for this would be to circumscribe him too unreason-
ably, and is what no master, who takes an appren-
tice, ought honestly to expect. If any inconveni-
ences are likely to arise to a master on such account,
he ought to have considered them before he took an
apprentice, and not think to abridge the young
man of any honest means to get his livelihood,
when the time of his service is expired; so far
otherwise, he ought, in conscience and duty, to do
all in his power, that is not absolutely detrimental
to himself, to further and promote the young man
in his setting out in the world; and to do by him as
he would have been glad to be done by, whether he
was so or not, at his own beginning.

But what I mean is, in the first place, to hint to
the young man to choose his acquaintance and
friends principally from among those that are most
likely to contribute to his future welfare ; and next,
that as the less detriment he shall do to his master.